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 FIFTEEN SECONDS OF FAME
A gallery of digital portraits

With an air of cultivated nonchalance, today’s hipster snaps a selfie with his smartphone, 
posts it on Facebook instantly and awaits the virtual thumbs-up from his friends across 
the globe. Exhibtionism to this degree was inconceivable before the birth and subsequent 
popularity of social media. When Andy Warhol exclaimed in 1968 that everyone would 
get their «fifteen minutes of fame» in the future, he could not have imagined today’s fast-
paced world of micro-moments. Our attention span has shrunk so dramatically since 
Warhol’s time that his fifteen minutes have been shortened to fifteen seconds of fame.

By exploring the theme of self-representation in social media, Ata Bozaci follows tra-
dition of artists reflecting on personal events and societal developments in their work. 
Social media plays an integral role in contemporary society for various reasons: the sheer 
amount of time we spend on it, how we use it to define ourselves, and how it shapes our 
visual culture. Ata Bozaci took the logical step to explore their content as well as their 

digital techniques.

This book is a composite of Ata Bozaci’s digital portraits of Facebook friends – with a 
grinning macaque monkey thrown in for good measure – along with their views on social 
media. His portraits emphasize an iconic aspect of social media culture, the portrait pho-
tographs serving as user profile pictures on social media sites. Using full-frontal portrait 
shots to focus on his subjects’ facial features, the artist has successfully assembled a 

gallery of faces, or quite literally, a «face book».

Ata Bozaci’s art blurs the lines between virtual and physical by extracting the portrait 
photographs from their original context, the world of social media, then places them 
in distinctly concrete settings: in print and on walls. The artist reverses the conventional 
process of digitalizing a sketch on paper, by manually reproducing large-scale versions 

of his digitally-designed artwork in public spaces.



4 5DIGITALE BEGEGNUNG  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERYAGMUR RÜZGAR  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



6 7SACHA BAER  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERDARYA KUZINA  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



8 9MAJA MEDIC  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERCEET  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



10 11LARA  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERKASIA KUKA  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



12 13SIGI VON KOEDING  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERH.R. GIGER  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



14 15SCHUE  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERHIZIR DEMIRCAN  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



16 17STEFAN HÄFELE  2014, 100 x 140 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERFRANCIS PAUCHARD  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



18 19DRAGONFLY  2014, 30 X 42 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER

NARCISSUS  2014, 70 X 100 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER

60 X 80 CM, GICLEE PRINT ON PAPER, EDITION OF 33



20 21ROOSTER  2015, 60 X 80 CM, GICLEE PRINT ON PAPER, EDITION OF 33BEE  2015, 50 X 70 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



22 23SKULL  2013, 100 X 140 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERONLINE  2015, 100 X 140 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



24 25HUG  2014, 50 X 70 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPERSLEEP  2015, 50 X 70 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



26 27NARCISSUS GOLD  2015, 80 X 100 CM, ACRYL ON WOODBOARDI WANT THAT ONE  2013, 50 X 70 CM, PRINT ON COTTONPAPER



28 29NARCISSUS SWIMMER  2015, 60 X 80 CM, GICLEE PRINT ON PAPER, EDITION OF 33

NARCISSUS SILVER  2015, 80 X 100 CM, ACRYL ON WOODBOARD  

NARCISSUS BRONZE  2015, 80 X 100 CM, ACRYL ON WOODBOARD



ATA BOZACI
 1974

The artist and graphic designer Ata Bozaci, or «Toast», as he is popularly known in graffiti 
circles, was born in Burgdorf (Switzerland) to Turkish parents. He was educated in Swit-

zerland and graduated with a degree in graphic-design in 1996. 

Ata Bozaci is a truly versatile artist and moves comfortably across a wide spectrum of 
artistic techniques and media: from drawings to large-scale murals, traditional canvas 
paintings, graphic art to modular sculptures. His works were based on by classic graffiti 
writing; by the 1990s, the artist extended this field to embrace three-dimensional graffiti 
writing. He has been at the forefront of the international street art movement ever since 

and continues to push the boundaries.

Fifteen Seconds of Fame is the artist’s second monograph. The first, Black Ink, was pub-
lished in 2007.
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